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theologians, and, it may be added, quite unprofitable. Some
learned man writes a theological, philological,
da^ofbTJks or logical treatise which achieves renown in the
Colleges where the 'ulamd get their mediaeval
training. Some one else writes a commentary on that
treatise; a third produces a super-commentary on the
commentary; a fourth a gloss on the super-commentary;
a fifth a note on the gloss ; so that at the end we are con-
fronted with what the immortal Turkish wit Khoja Nasru'd-
Dfn Efendf called " soup of the soup of the soup of the hare-
soup," a substance devoid of savour or nutriment, and
serving rather to conceal than to reveal its original material.
Shaykh Muhammad *Abduh, late Grand Muftf of Egypt
and Chancellor of the University of al-Azhar, than whom,
perhaps, no more enlightened thinker and no more en-
thusiastic lover of the Arabic language and literature has
been produced by Isldm in modern times, used to say that
all this stuff should be burned, since it merely cumbered
bookshelves, bred maggots, and obscured sound knowledge.
This was the view of a great and learned Muhammadan
theologian, so we need not scruple to adopt it; indeed the
more we admire and appreciate the abundant good literature
of Islcim, the more we must deplore, and even resent, the
existence of this rubbish. In reading the lives of the' Ulamd
in such books as the Rawddtiil-Janndt and the Qisasu'l-
'Ulamd we constantly find a theologian credited with forty,
fifty, or sixty works of this type, which nobody reads now,
and which, probably, no one but his pupils ever did read,
and they only under compulsion. Even to enumerate these
treatises, were it possible, would be utterly unprofitable.

The great achievement of the Shf'a doctors of the later

Safawi period, such as the Majlisis, was their popularization

of the Shf'a doctrine and historical Anschauung

logical works in   in the vernacular.  They realized that to reach

ersia*'          the people they must employ the language of